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UM TO OFFER JOINT GEOSCIENCES DEGREE 
WITH GERMAN, IRISH UNIVERSITIES
MISSOULA -
For the first time in its 115-year history, The University of Montana intends to jointly 
offer a degree with partner universities in Europe.
UM geosciences Professor Marc Hendrix said the University has been awarded a four- 
year, $408,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Education to establish a bachelor’s degree 
program in international field geoscience.
The degree will be issued jointly by UM, the University of Potsdam in Germany and 
University College Cork in Ireland. Students pursuing the degree will take classes and do 
fieldwork at all three universities before they graduate.
“Our goal with this program is to give our students some international experience,” 
Hendrix said. “We also want them to spend a significant amount of time in the field actually 
looking at geology and geoscience processes in different parts of the world. We are trying to give 
our students a leg up in the trend toward globalization, so they will have a competitive 
advantage.”
Eighty percent of the program will be financed by federal funds and 20 percent by 
nongovernmental UM funding sources.
-more-
Hendrix, who chairs UM’s International Committee, said the partner universities are 
working to finalize the degree requirements. After that the program must be accredited by the 
University, state Board of Regents, and Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities.
“We hope we can mobilize students for the program as early as fall 2008,” Hendrix said, 
“but realistically our first major cohort of students probably won’t travel overseas until the fall of 
’09 because degree-seeking students must first take a number of courses at UM before their year 
abroad.”
He said the grant will allow 24 UM students to study geosciences in Germany and Ireland 
during the next four years. In return 12 German and 12 Irish students will come to Montana to 
study.
The European universities received a four-year, €408,000 grant from the Directorate 
General for Education and Culture of the European Commission to fund their half of the 
program. Potsdam and Cork split that amount; so even with the favorable exchange rate for the 
Euro, the partner universities received less money than UM.
UM students in the program will spend their first two years in Missoula getting their 
initial geoscience training. They also will be required to take a full year of German, and they are 
encouraged to take some Gaelic. The degree has a strong cultural component, so students will 
need to learn about Germany and Ireland before venturing overseas.
UM students will spend their third year abroad. They can elect to spend the majority of 





“Our students will study the geology of the Alps and the Pyrenees,” Hendrix said. “There 
is a field trip to Norway we want them to take if they go to Potsdam, and Cork has field programs 
in Ireland, Scotland and the Canary Islands -  where they study volcanoes. On the island of Crete 
they can study modem tectonic processes by analyzing fluctuations in shorelines caused by 
vertical movements of the crust.”
He said students from Cork and Potsdam will increase UM’s international diversity as 
they study in “our world-class natural geoscience laboratories -  with our rising mountains, active 
streams and glaciers, and wide variety of geological systems.”
UM students will receive more German-language education in Potsdam, and Hendrix said 
many students will take two full years of German during their undergraduate studies -  a language 
requirement that’s unusual for a geoscience major.
“This is a pretty hardcore degree,” he said. “About 85 percent of what students need to 
take will be mapped out for them.”
Hendrix said most of the grant money will help students with travel, living expenses and 
to some extent tuition, though they will not receive a full ride. “It’s intended to be assistance that 
allows students to do this and not go into debt in a big way.”
Some of the grant also will allow faculty members to visit the other two partner 
institutions. He said nearly every member of the UM geosciences department should be able to 
work in Cork or Potsdam for some period of time during the coming years.
UM initially tried to establish the degree program with Potsdam and Poland’s Adam 
Mickiewicz University when UM first applied for this grant money in 2006. Hendrix was
-more-
brought in to spearhead the effort because he had worked with Manfred Strecker, the chair of 
University of Potsdam geosciences department.
The request wasn’t funded, but when Hendrix showed the proposal to Pat Meere, a 
geology professor visiting UM from University College Cork, Meere became excited and lobbied 
to replace Poland with Ireland in a second proposal submission. Hendrix learned the proposal 
involving Missoula, Cork and Potsdam was funded last July.
Hendrix has worked in locales ranging from China and Mongolia to the former Soviet 
Union and beyond during the course of his career. He said geoscience is the study of the entire 
Earth and its systems, so students who have studied in other parts of the globe will have an 
advantage.
“From our observations,” he said, “the best students are the ones who have spent the most 
time in the field looking at the widest variety of different geological systems. This degree should 
really give them a competitive advantage in the global geosciences market.”
###
CBS
Local, dailies 
102307geos
102307geos-4
